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Single Status and Monthly Pay

As part of Single Status, pay dates would harmonise to one monthly pay day within Scottish Borders Council.  Consultation on this took place in 2007/2008, recently this part of Single Status was revisited to look at the finer details and how best to support Staff in this change. 
This change involves most Staff Groups and will be a difficult process to go through. UNISON and the other Trade Unions wish this process to go through without causing financial difficulties to anyone.  The first Staff Group to harmonise is the monthly paid Staff. Those already paid for the 15th of each month will move to be paid on the last day of each month. Teachers are already paid on the last day of the month.

On the December 2011 pay, you will be paid as 6 weeks instead of the usual month. This should take Staff to the next pay date at the 31st January 2012 instead of the 15th January 2012. Arrangements are now in place for Staff who anticipates financial difficulties and they can arrange an advance to tide them over from SBC.
Why is this happening at this time of the year? We don’t believe there would really be a good time for such a change. The way pay will be paid, means no Staff should be in detriment or at a financial loss. Advances are available to Staff and will hopefully assist Staff who have difficult financial circumstances. We have 2 months “free” of Council Tax in February and March which should help anyone with budgeting pressures. Also there is time for Staff to take time to look at their Standing Orders and Direct Debits and either change them or plan ahead to re-budget to ensure payments are still made.
A Trade Union Meeting with SBC took place 8th September 2011, at this meeting we felt that all arrangements that could be in place to help Staff where. Given that some information was already with Staff and this has caused considerable distress…SBC will immediately contact those affected with full details of the arrangements now in place. 
Edith Moody, Scottish Borders Branch UNISON.
